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ROADS BROUGHT

CLOSE TO RUIN,

SAYS A. P. THOM

First "Witness Before New-lan- ds

Commission

Blames Legislation.

CARRIER FACILITIES

NEAR A BREAKDOWN

Companies at Mercy of Poli-

ticians Investors
Frightened Off.

Washington, Ndv. S3. The Joint com-- (

Mission of Congress ths New-land-

Commission appointed to Investigate
ths, railway situation In this country nml

( also the question of Government owner-

ship, started In to take testimony to-- j
day at th Capitol, and at the very
outset heard an exposition of (he de-

plorable condition to which the railway
transportation of the country has been
brought by the present system of regu-

lation by 8tate as well as Federal au-

thorities.
In accordance with the programme

mapped out by the committee listening
to the railroads' side first, A, I Thorn,

k ganeral counsel of the Southern Rail-
way and spokesman for the railway
executives' advisory committee, was the
first to take the aland He will
contlnuo his testimony

It was made apparent that the big
1 point which the railroads aro to make
I In this Investigation through the testl- -
J mony of railroad presidents and others

is the fact that the transportation fa--
clIltlcM of this country have been
brought almost to the verge of a break-
down, chiefly through tho Impairment
of railway credit, which has made It Im-

possible for them to Incrca'o their plant
in proportion to tho normal Increase of

k too country's business.
m

I Roads 'at Steves' of Politicians.
t To corrective rather than construe-- j

tlve regulation Mr, Thorn attributed must
: of the evils of the situation In which the

railroad Industry now finds Itself. The
I corrective regulation Indulged In by the' State and Federal commissions to

which the railroads are now subject had
y placed them mora or less at the mercy

of politicians and had frightened In- -

Tester.
It was of morn Interest to the conn- -

try, ho contended, that it should have
1 adequate facilities to transport Its bust-- J

ness than that tales should be lowered.
J The whole system of public regulation

of privately owned railroads, he said,
must give way to Government ownership

, unless a way was found ofattractIlig
the money of tho Investors. Ho Issued

j a warning that unless Congress came
to the lelief of tho roads with legislation

t that would mean n centralisation of
I control and less hnrasslng from poli-

ticians there would be no adequate fa- -
cllltlcs for molng the commerce of the

j country.
In beginning: his testimony to-d- Mr.

J Thorn, reviewed twenty-nin- e years of
c railway regulation, pointing to the fact

that the railroads had been built, to
..meet national needs upon "private. In- -

Illative."

Welcomed by the Public.
S "They were welcomed by the public,"
j said Mr. Thorn. "In the beginning there

was no limitation put upon their powers
as to charges. They wcie so welcome

i ,that they were given Inducements by
way of subsidies, land grants, Ac. The

, result was that It created In the minds
J of the man who InveMrd his means In a; railroad that It was like any other prl-- !

vato Investment. The Investment was
; not only welcomed but urged by the
5 public.

"The effect was to create In the minds
of the Investor the Idea that ho could

t use the railroads ns his private prop.
S erty. We now know that was erroneous.

railroad managers, believing thatthey were dealing with private property,
managed their holdings like any other
prlvato property. They sold nt different
prices wholesale and retail one prlco
to ono customer and another to another,
different prices to different localities.
Then followed the demand that discrimi-
nation cease, and there sprung up the
notion of public duty."
' Mr. Thorn raid It had been urged that
ths duty of the railroad to the public
had been ascribed to the fact that they
obtained grants of rights of way under
.the power of eminent domain.

Hlght In I.'sn and Unrnershlp.
"I do not accent that liln " fc oil)

"The foundation of the public right Is not
In the bestowal of eminent domain. It
Is because of the possession of . nnu-e- r

nnd agency In the railroad that is togreat that it may control the destinies of
the country. The very possession of apower fco great Implies a public right In
Jts use and ownership."

But' Investors still cling to the Idea ofprivate ownership, Itrthe opinion of Mr.
Thorn, nnd there arose the conflict and
the public, won. "Victory came to the
side, of public conception of the public
character of these Instrumentalities of
commerce." wld he, "and the terms lm
posed by tho victors upon the vanquished
were correction and punishment."

Wght there Mr. Thorn believes thepublic has been wrong. Ho believes the
time Sins come when the policy of tho
Government should bo a constructiveone. Instead of trying to do nothing ex-
cept punish the railroads and discipline
them the Government ought to step In

nd correct some of the Inequalities un-
der which the roads are trying to operate

nd In that way old tho commerce of thecountry by aiding In supplying tho
for commerce. The speaker

tho pabt offences or crimes of rail-
road nvinauement had no place In thepresent hearing.
' Bank Herniation Is Cited.

, "The regulation of banks of the coun-try has been a constructive one," said tho
speaker, "while the railroad regulative
policy has been part of a destructiveplan destructive of abuses. The iues-tlo- n

before you Is whether tho policy ofcorrection shall continue or whethercome other policy shall !, npniu.,1,
ylietner a policy of helpfulness shall notbe Introduced."

flP'Aklng for the railway executivesMr. Thorn said that nny policy he mightpropose would have to bo Judged by
the standard of puhlln Interest.

"The publlo interest requires sufficient
facilities on reasonable terms," he con-
tinued. "If It thould come to a choice
between having tho facilities or liavlng
"WJ ,;narK', t" P'ibllo Interest would
till b In having the facilities.
"I would have you recall that thecontroversy of taut .September had tn do

with the retention of facilities. The.public Interest whh nrouncfl at that timeover the threatening cutting off nr sus-
pension of the facilities. I read u thatIncident the vnlu the public puts on
those transportation facllltleu withoutthought of churres.

'Ju now commerce In this country
to rtUrdel by lack of car. The public

Interest, as I see It, It to preserve a
transportation capacity equal to the
public needs. Whether transportation
charges are too high or too low, the ex-

isting regulation Is sufficient to deal
with exorbitant rates. We hear no com-
plaint of want of power to deal with
rates that are too high.

Mismanagement and Crimes.
"Some men may nppenr nt this hear-

ing to try to show mismanagement and
crimes and that present Ills arc due to
the faulty management of tho roads
themselves. IJut what leniedy does that
theory present for the existing situa-
tion? The man who takes that view
turns his back on tho political situation.
He turns his back on the future and Is
looking backward. Tho paramount ques-tlo- n

befoie you gentlemen Is that there
Is a lack of facilities. These must be
provided. Gentlemen cannot be heard
hers merely as the Jealous guardians of
local rights unless they can show that
the local agencies they aro speaking for
can supply the adequate facilities de-

manded."
Turning to the Joint comxlsslon mem-

bers again Mr. Thorn Inquired: "Has
there been no sign of tucnuco to jour
transportation facilities?

"Have we learned nothing from 1907,
when there was Increase of business
but lack of cars and lack of trucks which
brought on the 'panic of plenty'? Have
we forgotten that tho panic of 1907 was
not a panic of scarcity but was duo to
Inability of communities to deal with
ono another because of want of ade-
quate transportation facilities?"

i

Railroad Bnlldlns; Suspended,
The speaker directed the attention of

the Joint commission to tho suspension of
railway building In the United Ktates.

"Have we failed to tako notlco of
the fact that there were fewer miles of
railroads built In the United Ntates last
year than In any year since ISO, ex-
cept during the civil war Serlod7" ho
asked. "Less than 1,000 it lies of rail-
roads were built last year In this coun-
try. Do wo appreciate the fact that In
this suspension of railroad construction
we may find the answer tn tho great
question of the high cit of living?"

The speaker said this was the para-
mount question before tho people, l'oll-tlc- al

panaceas had failed, he pointed
out. One political party declared the
trusts were to blame, but the Clayton
anti-tru- st act was passed and price
continued to soar. Another party pro-
posed to remedy tho trouble through
tariff revision. That, too, had failed to
bring relief. "Why not como back nnd
consider the fundamental reasons? Why
not consider whether the high cost of
living may not have some relation to
supply?"

Mr. Thorn urged Hint railroads should
be projected Into new and undeveloped
territory. He read a report of the In-

equality of railroad mileage an between
sections of tho country, showing tho
mileage per 100 square miles. In some
of the new States like Idaho he pointed
out that It was ridiculously low.

Use to Bad Statesmanship.
"Will the country long be satisfied

with a statesmanship that halts rail-
road construction at such a point of
Inequality?" ho asked-.- - "There Is but
one conclusion to be drawn from tho
figures I have read of railroad mileage
and that Is It Is not adequate for the
present needs of tho country and thero
Is no system nt present to supply them."

Explaining the difficulties of railroad
construction tho speaker c.iid :

"No railroad Is ever finished except In
a community that Is dead. Improve-
ment of transportation facilities must
keep pace with the growth of commerce.
Tho Pennsylvania Itallrond with Its
splendid equipment Is not a completed
property. Nor can the railroads he ex.

tpecteel under present condition to give
mo necessary improved facilities from
net earnings. If any man believes they
can be he should open his eyes.

"Private Investors must be attracted.
That means new money, new I
pause to ask you gentlemen whether you
believe this question of credit for the
railroads Is a purely private one
whether rallroadu are Interested to any
extent like the public? Tre question of
railroad credit Is not a prlvato Interest.
Tf credit-fal- ls either the' facilities fall or
the Government must take the problem
over and supply them."

(iaTernment Onmrrsblp.
Then the speaker told the Joint com-

mittee that If ever Ouv eminent owner-
ship must come, of necessity It will bo
because the Government must supply
the credit that private Interest imi
been unable to do. That briims us to tlio
question whether railroad credit U on a
sufficient basis to nupply the public need.
Has the line of safety in credit been ex-
ceeded?

Mr. Thorn explained that home wit-
nesses would be introduced to show that
the credit could not bo strained beyond
the point where the bonded debt, repre-
senting the tlxed charges, wns greater
than the stock. Home witnesses believed
the percentage of fixed charges could sohigher. No contention has come to mo
that It can safely go higher than sixty
to forty that Is, a bonded debt of 60per cent, and u capitalization of to. Mr.
Thorn reviewed the history of rallro.idllnauclng In the United states for the
last sixteen years, showing that thupercentage of the bonded debt, ns related
to Ktock Interest, basil grown steadllv
fronivaboul fid-S- i) In lyuo to 61. S in mi,
and was probably 05 to 35 now.

"Is there nothing In that statement oftho situation to bid us pause nnd In
quire wnitncr we nro tending? Wlic thcr
iirc.-r- ni ineinous or regulating are such
io encourage investment In railroad'

Where will that growing per-
centage lead us?

"The percentage of fixed charges withrelation to stock 1m o great that wemust Inquire where It will end."
Mr. Thorn exprcsred the opinion thatIn order to finance railroad piopertles

under present Conditions stock should be
able to. retuin 6 per cent, on the Invest-
ment nnd pass 3 per cent, to surplus,

"Whfttftrs.th-em1ltlon- s of the rail-
roads of tho country measured by thisstandard?" he ashed. "Thlrty-nln- o rail-
roads with i 7.363 miles of tracks could
qualify under this test. One hundred and
thlity-seve- having mileage of 15,219,
could not be financed on any such basis."

Tho speaker Invited the Joint commit-te- e
to consider "some of the other condi-

tions that affect American tallroad
credit at this time." He asked imi f.r.rltory of tho country Is now furnishing
me money to nnanre Its railroad sys-
tems.

South Shy of It, It, Investments.
Ho took the South as nn Illustration

and showed that the Income tax returns
had brought out the Information that of
one DiocK of J 100,000,000 ImiuN cover-
ing a single system In tho South only 3
per cent, was owned In the territory
through which tho road ran.

"The South has learned that there nro
other Investments more attractive than
raltroud securities," said Mr. Thorn. Ilo
declared that the same wns true of the
Wet, and notified the committee that
the president of olio of lint bit; linuiinuru
companies In the middle West would be
Introduced later to show hoiv that com
rnny had nbandonol Investment of Its
funds In railroad securities altogether
because, of the nazal d of tho umlci tak-
ing,

This company, lie explained, Is now
carrying Investments tn fit tin loans ag-
gregating IJS3, 1)00, 000 and about

In railroad Investments, but It
recently decided to abandon altogether
the Investment In railroad bonds nnd
will hereafter puichasi- - faun mortgages
altogether. This action. It would bo
shonn, was taken because of the depre-
ciation of nilhnad Investments, Mr.
Thorn tolit tlin coiiiinlttrn how Kuropean
Investor. weie gradually turning back
their Investments In lallronds In the
United States rlnce the v.ar.

"When the wur Is nvcr tue Kuropean
nations will still bo bonowers, not In- -

"
.
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vertors," said he. "The railroads are
r.ow reduced to ths small financial sec-
tion known as 'tho Kast' for a market
for their securities. Representative
bankers nnd Investment brokers In such
cities as lloslon no longer advise their
clients to purchase railroad securities.
The clients also have learned not tn rely
on such Investments and will not accept
railroad Investments when tendered to
them.

"Your problem. It seems to me, is
what asrets remain to the roads upon
which tli.--y may obtain money to perform
their function nml provide, for the grow-
ing commerce of the country. That Is
thc problem of tho railroads. What Is
there left on which to get money for bet-
terments? -- Kallro.til credit is not re-

flected In tTio market quotations of the
bonds now In the hands of the public."

Mr. Thorn asked to be permitted to
suspend after ho had spoken two hours
and a half 'and will resume

WILSON BOARD MEETS.

lien, tioethals and Colleagues Con-

fer With Hallroad Heads.1
Tho Wilson railroad board which Is

tn Investigate the. operation of the
Adamson eight hour law had Its first
meeting In the Custom House yesterday.
It conferred with executives of eight
railroads, regarding methods of Investi-
gation. Next Tuesday tho board will
meet tho heads of the four brotherhoods
at the same place for the same purpose.

Commissioner Ilublt-- said the con-
ferences wero Informal and that as the
period of Investigation would not begin
until January 1, the commission's plans
for the Intervening period could not be
stated at this time. After receiving
suggestions from the railroads and the
brotherhoods, the commission will be In
n position to adopt n programme. (Jen.
(locthal:, the chairman, said that a pub-
lic statement probably 'would bo made
about the middle of December.

The full co.t mission was present yes-
terday consltlng of Major-Ge- George
W. Goctlials, chairman; Kdg.tr K.Clark,
who Is a member of the Interstate Com-
merce Commission, nnd George nublee,
a member of tho Federal Trnde Commis-
sion. They were accompanied by Dr.
Max n. lxirenz, Assistant statistician of
tho Interstate Commerce Commission,
who is secretary of the Goethals coa
mlsslon.

The railroad men present were Itobert
S. lvett. chairman of the Union Pacific
directors; William W.

tternury of the Pennsylvania and these
presidents: !lal llnldeu of the Burling-
ton. Panic! Wlllnrd of the Baltimore
and Ohio. William II. Truesdale of the
Lackawanna, Denjamtn 1'. Bush of the
Missouri Pacific. I,. K. Loree.of the
Delaware and Hudson and Frederick D.
Underwood of the Eric.

NEW It. R. SUITS STARTED

rrii .More Actions aanlnst Valid-
ity if AdnnisDii l.arr.

The New York, Ontario nnd Western
Hallway Company began a suit In the
United States District Court here yes-terd-

contesting the validity of the
Adamson eight hour law,

Similar suits wero riled In other cities
by the following companies:

The l.ehlgh Valley ilnllroad Company
Hied suit In Philadelphia, the Pennsyl-
vania Company and the Pittsburg and
l.ako Kile Itr.llroad tiled suits In Cleve-
land. The Pennsylvania and tho Pitts
burg, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago,
and St. I.ouIh Hallroad companies
souuht Immediate Injunction In Chicago,
but the motions were denied and the
uses set for December 4. The Cin
cinnati, New Orleans nnd Texas Pacific
Railroad riled nult In Cincinnati.

GOMPERS CRITICISES JUDGE.

A. K. nr I,. Ilrad Says Hook Ka- -
tnrril thr Hallroads.

H.vr.TlMORB, Nov. 23. "If It was Judge
Honk's Intention to test the constitution
ality of tho eight hour law why didn't
he declare It constitutional nnd place the
burden of proof on the railroad man-
agers who wanted to evade and avoid
It, Instead of compelling tho Government
to afllrm tho constitutionality of the
law?"

Thus did President Samuel Gompcrs
of the American Federation of Labor in
addressing the convention late y

lead up to a declaration that brought tho
ileVsutes tn their feet with shouts of
approval that lasted nvo minutes.

"Wo are going to act on the defen-
sive," Mr, Gompcrs, "hut If a right
! to be made to take from tho men.
women and children of our time the ad-
vantages they have obtained, then labor's
opponent had letter look out. We will
tcslst to tho uttermost."

FALL OF ROOF KILLS.

Our Drnd and Seven Hurt In Col- -
laps of Ileum.

Wondelln Hudec, to, of 25 East Seven-ty-ioven-

street, was killed and seven
oiher men Injured yesterday In the col-la-

of the roof of a three story garage
in course cf construction at the southeast
corner of Sixty-fourt- h street and Third
avenue. Fifteen tnen were at work on
tho top Moor when the heavy network of
Iron hemp, many of them covered with
cement, gave way.

The Injured, nil laborers, were: James
Carroll. 119 Kast 127th street, internal
Injuries . Thomas Wilson, 128 North
Hallroad liventio. Corona, I.. 1 Internal
Injuries; Tony Conelnmlnl, 38 Mndalln
avenue. New Rnchelle, Internal Injuries;
Harry Weeks, 620 East 1.17th street, mul-
tiple lacerations; Frank Vorlck, 418 East
Seventy-sixt- h street, fractured forearm;
Chnrlea Dlveto, 339 Avenue A, lacerated
calpi Frank C'ardonlnl, 681 Union street,
nrnoklyn. lacerations of fnco and body.
Dlveto and Cnrdonlnl were able to go
home after treutment. Tho others were
taken to Flower Hospital.

Tim building was to bo known as the
Carlctnn Garage, nnd was being erected
bv Oorrco G. Wilson & Co., contractors,
of 2S West Forty-secon- d street, for Will-
iam Illrseh, 209 East Slxty-fourt- h street,
and Dr. Elmer Miller, chief surgeon of
tho Manhattan Eye, Ear and Throat
Hospital.

BELMONT, JR., BOBBED.

Thieves Take til 0,000 In Jewelry
From Uuysbore Home.

Tho home of August Itelmont, Jr., In
Hiioit nveiiue, Hayshnre, 1 I was
broken Into and robbed on September 23
last. It was reported hiHt night.

It Is hiiIiI that the thieves stole Jewelry
nnd other article valued at 110,000.
When tho llajshoro housu was reached
l,irt night by telephone, Mr. llelmonl sent
word that ho knew nothing of the rob-
bery. A prlvut" detwtlve sgencv is nt

eenrehlng ull the pawnshops Jn
the city for tho loot mid u burglary

company la also worklnf on the
curv.

UPSET IN 7TH AVE, TIES

UP LOSGACRE SQUARE

Truck Crashes Through Sub-

way Covering', Blockading
Traffic at Busy Hour.

Seventh nvenue, between tho Itlajlo
Theatre nnd the Times Building, wns
dammed for an hour last night by a
capttxed motor truck, an overturned
trailer which the truck was pulling, six
midget freight cars that had been on
the tnller and heaps of sand and gravel
spilled from the cars. Four street car
lines were blocked, and an It was thea-
tre time and rainy besides, Long Acre
Squaro was nil upset and out of temper.

The sand and gravel camo from a
subway excavation. The truck was
hauling It down town when a front wheel
smshed through the pinks of the tem-
porary subway structure a few feet
north of Forty-secon- d strtct. It made
a hole six feet long and four feet wide,
but the other timbers held firm and the
truck did not drop through. It keeled
over and with It went the trailer, the
little bathtub shaped sand cars, '.he sand
and the gravel.

A wrecking crew used a Forty-secon- d

street crosstown car as a locomotive to
drag the truck to Its feet and push It
and ths other cars out of the way.
Meanwhile the Seventh avenue, Broad-
way and Forty-secon- d street and the
Ixmg Island City cars were held up and
theatregoers struggled through the wind
and rain afoot.

8 HOURS FORCED,

SAY R. R. EMPLOYEES

Head of Trainmen Asserts
They Had to Tako What

Wilson Offered.

W. S. Carter, president of the Brother
hood of Iocomotlve Firemen and Kngl-neer- s.

said last night that President
Wilson had "waved the big stick" to
compel the railroad employees to accept
the Adamson law. He spose at me an
nunl bamiuet of the New York Academy
of Political Science In the Hotel Astor,
and when his time was up there were
cries of "Go on!" and cheers lasting
several minutes.

He referred to newspaper reports that
the railroad men had coerced the Presi-
dent Into having the Adamson

He explained that It was the
President who did the coercing.

"The big stick was waved without
any ostentation but very effectively,"
he said. "By his arguments he forced
the committee to waive all demands for
time and a, half for overtime. I won't
say he threatened. We dare not strike
with such a law being enacted nnd
with the President saying, 'There's the
law, now obey It." If ever there wns
anybody forced to accept a law It was
the railroad employee?.

He explained that one of the main
reasons why the employees would not j

accept arbitration during the recent dlf-- j
flculty wns because the railroads sought'
to exclude from the arbitration seventy-- j
five little roads having from twelve to
300 employees each, nnd also to ex-

clude all negro employees.
Oscar H. Straus, who presided, had

spoken Just previous to Mr. Carter nnd
Mr. Carter wus - pleased with the
chairman's speech that be said that If
what he suggested "should be extended
to railroad employees It would be all
they nsk."

This Is perhaps the part of Mr. Straus's
speech that Mr. Carter liked best :

"There should be accorded to and
guaranteed to such employees (public
utility employees) exceptional wugtn
and conditions of service. It has been
suggested there should bo In each State
and In the nation a wugc commission
with power not only to regulate rates
but also wages. The human element,
wages and conditions of employment,
should bo paramount. Kates should bo
subordinate to wages and not wages, as
now-- , subordinate to rates."

Hut Mr. Straus also said;
"Within the past thirty odd years we

have made considerable progress in the
State and the nation in placing one of
these groups, the operators, under more
and more Government restraint and con-
trol. So far, however, as concerns the
other group, the employees on our pub-
lic utilities, the tendency bus recently

In the opposite direction to free
this group more and more from Govern-
ment restraint.

"I trust I am not treading on
partisan grounds In expressing the be-

lief that the Adamson, so called, eight
hour law, could not have been d

through Congress, sa it wa.
under the whip of the railway brother-
hoods, without an opportunity of In-

quiry or investigation, had It not been
on the eve of nn election."

Ualnbrldge Colby said that there coulj
be no question but that the litigation
started by the railroads will fall. An
other speaker was Frank Trumbull,
chnlrman of the railway executives ad
visory committee, who told of tho duties
of railway managements to the publl
and to the owneis of the roads.

SULLY IN HAMMOND SUIT.

Farmer Cotton Kins Testifies In
9477,500 Stork Action.

IIaltiuori. Nov. 23, Daniel Sully,
former cotton king, took the stand here

y against his former associate,
John Hays Hammond, tn testify for
Addison DuDols of Washington. Mr.
DuUols Is suing Mr. Hammond for
1177,600. the alleged value of stock
In the General Cotton Securities Com-
pany, which Mr. Hammond Is charged
with having obtained from Dullols and
converted to his own use.

Asked If there had not been a part-
nership between him and Hammond,
Mr, Sully replied that there had been
nn oral agreement "between two gentle-
men nt that time."

Later Mr. Sully apologized to the
court for using that expression.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE SHORT.

Document Nave In Printer's Hands
Contains Only tf.OOO Words.

Washington, Nov. 23. President
Wilson's annual measage to Congress,
now In the printer's hands, contains
about 2,000 words and Is nmong tint
shortest documents of Its kind nn record,
It points .out that the i of tho
several Government Departments will bo
made before Congress separately, and
that thereforo their details are not dis-
cussed.

The rrreldent emphasizes tho uncom-
pleted legislation suggested by him nt
the lafct session to meet the threatened
railroad strike as ths most pressing
problem feeing Congress. He then goen
on to a general discussion of other
domestic problems.
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UfJtoTOt Of OfttATsQl

PLOT TO FORCE COAL

PRICES UP CHARGED

Apartment House Owners of
Upper West Side Com-

plain to Swann.

PHONE TIPS FOR DEALERS

Mitchcl Suggests Plan to Aid

the Poor by Using
City Carts.

Apartment house owners of the upper
West Side yesterday sent a delegation to
District Attorney Swann to appeal for
help from coal dealers who, they charged,
have formed a well organized ring to
advanco prices. A system of sending
tips by telephone Is used, they said, by
which each dealer notifies the others of
every prospective purchaser In Imme-

diate need of delivery, so he may toe

forced to pay even more than the regular
rates.

A committee of three from the Real
Estate Owners Protective Association
of the West Side presented the grievance.
They were. I.. Strauss. 135 West 104th
street; Kdward Downey, 60 Manhattan
avenue, and Frederick 11. Pepper, COil

West 113th street. Mr. Strauss was
spokesman for the party.

"Whti an owr.tr llnds he cannot get
delivery from his regular dealer," he
said, "the owner calls up nnothcr con-
cern and asks quotations. The first
question asked Is. 'Aro you a regular
customer here?' If the answer Is no, tho
owner Is told he cannot be supplied at
the figure quoted. If he then cnlli up
any other dealer In the district ho finds
the. prlco has gone up S3 cents or to a
ton everywhere. It Is done all at once
and apparently by concerted action."

Fresrhl Offers to Sit.
Apartment house owners a month ago

were forced to pay 112.75 a ton for their
con I, ho added, although lust winter the
price of J6.75 wns considered abnormal.
Now It costs from S.7. to 0 a ton,
whether the load la one ton or a hundred. I

BY

District Attorney Swann explained very human reason that the farmer got
that be had been too busy with the foodptlred, of bringing bis products to town
(fuestlon to attend to coal Inquiries. He, ;,,,, deposing of them piecemeal. He
did not see Magistrate McAdoo about his prefers to sell his goods In bulk and get
proposed John Doe Inquiry and was too M,.ij j the farm.
busy to Interview Michael F. Hums, the I Sidney Ooodacre, superintendent of the
dealer who Is to produce his books Hureau of City Revenue nnd Markets,
evldenco In the Inquiry. Lata In tho , am ta,i the trouble was not with the
day, however, the District Attorney notl- - m.,iri;et rents. He fald the chief reason
fled Mr. Burns thnt he mlRht call at hlsj for ,llcr failure was the scarcity of
convenience at the District Attorney's i fo0(jt Whcreas two years ngo there was
olllce I plenty of food, and the trouble was with

Although nothing was done with 'e , the mldille inn alone.
Chief. Magistrate regnullng n hearing, I Thc ,gll cos,t of Hvlng is going to be
Magistrate Freschl of his own Initiative dlk.j t0 tl)e i)Urdcns of Imprisonment
called on Judge Swnnn and offered tof oaimiKdoncr of Correction lewis's
hold a John Doe proceeding at night ' work out. nls department has
after his tegular session of court. jcmplo)cd a dietician for some time and

Commissioner Hnrtlgan of the Bureau ne hns workci, out lt . , economize
of lghts nnd Measures hit n blow at j , , aniounl ot whlf0 brfa( aIlrt po.
the email basement dealers who are be- - , .., b , prHOn,.
lleved to bo leaping Illegal profits from!,, , . uujJ be
thc situation, when ono of his Inspcc- - , . ?.,..,,. ,hr ,.
tors procured tho arrest of Francisco
Pctrogelll. a dealer at 201 East 116th
street Pctrogelll was accused of hav-
ing fold a bag of coal weighing sixty
pounds, representing It to be a

He was held In Yorkvllle
court for examination

Wontd t'ae City Carts.
Ma or Mitchcl, after a conference

with Commissioner llartlgun, Commis-
sioner of Accounts Wnllsteln and Police
Commissioner Woods, Issued a statement
vesterday containing a proposal that
thc carts of the city Department of
Streets bo used to furnish coal for the
poor ut cost from n supply to 1k pro-
vided by certain philanthropic Individ-
uals. Genrgo W. Perkins, head of tho
Mayor's Food Commlt-slon- has volun-
teered tn raise this fund.

"I havo reached thc conclusion that
some dealers In the city have taken
advantage of an apparent shortage In
the supply of coal and havo boosted the
price, especially to those people who
buy It by the bucketful," the .Mayor said.

"The wagons of the Stieet Cleaning
Department now take the nshe and
garbage from the very people who buy
coal lu email sjuantltles. They cart
ashes and garbage to the river front
and dump It there and go back Into the
city empty. They therefore can bo
very readily used to tako coal from the
river front to thc very people from whom
they take nshes nnd without
losing nny appreciable amount of time
from their routlno street cleaning work.

The Dock Department would co- -
operate by providing docking facilities
for the barges and storage facilities
along tho bulkheads. The Street Clean-
ing Department would coopers I c by
having lis carts carry the lugs of coal
on return trips from the dumps Instead
of returning from the dumps empty, an
now.

"The Police Commissioner would have
policemen detailed to make certain that
only actual consumers and not dealers
wero permuieo in purennse me coai.

Dktroit, .Nov, .3. I'eiron coai oeaiirs i

to-d- wero summoned before a Federal
Grand Jury which began an InveMlc.
tlon of the high cost of living In this
district. Testimony Is being taken

closed doors,

ALL OPEN CARS ORDERED HOME.

Itnllnny Amoelntlnn.Tal.es Drastic
Action tn End Cont Famine.

Orders to nil railroads of the country
to return to their owneis nt once all
open top freight cars, whether loaded or
empty, were Issued yesterday from i

Washington by tho conference committee
nn car elllclency. i

This committee, of which George
Hodges Is chairman. Is made up of rep- -
rcsentatlvcM of five of the gieatcst rail -

roaa systems, ana win remain in rt'i-sm-

until lelief from tho shoitimo of cars
lias been worked nut. It wits appointed
by the American Hallway Association,
and Is cooperating with Commissioner
McChnrd of the Interstate Commerce
Commission.

Vlri- - Destroys Trust Company.
Wii.i.im antic;. Conn., Nov. 23. Sev-

eral firemen were injured y lu iv

fire which destroyed tho block bowing
the Wllllmantlo Trust Company ami
other concerns.

as the high cost
it impossible to

P U" iaiy ycur

DANCER HANGS TOES,

SAVES POODLE IN SEWER

Maurice in Circus FeatBcscucs
;Chin Chin, Miss Walton's

Prize Pekingese.

The nglle toes of Maurice, of the danc-

ing team of Maurice and Walton, proved

their klrcngth, as well as their ability
to twinkle. last night when the dancer
hung head downward In a sewer nnd
rescued Chin Chin, the prize winning

Pekinese pup owned by the danceis.
When the car taking the couple to

the Century Theatre drew near-th- e curb
In Sixty-secon- d street mst night. Chin
Chin, who has a high opinion of his own
Importance, tried to get out first. He
sprang toward tha, sidewalk, but missed
It and splashed Into a big puddle formed
by the storm.

Siilftlng with dlsguest he started to
paddle for shore, but Just then a street
cleaner moved n dam of newspaper and
rubbish, which held back the wnler, and
Chin Chin was swept down a stream Ri
swiftly rushing as Niagara and as wide
na tho Mississippi to him. Then he went
over the fnlls clown Into a sewer.

Maurice went to the rescue. Lifting
off the manhole cover he fished for the
pup with a broom, but only managed
to tickle the swimming animal. Des-

perate, with tho cries of Miss Walton
ringing In his ears, Maurice hooked his
toes on tha edge of the hole and
stretched downnnrd. Fortunately his
toes held, he grasped the pup, and was
hauled to the surface again, to be
sprinkled generously with sewer water
by the grateful tall of Chin Chin.

LANSING AIDS PLAN

FOR FOOD EMBARGO

Coiifliiuer! from Flrt rape.

not do It again. What hampers the pub.
lie markets now Is the high rentals the
dealers have to pay."

.Mr. Hartlgaii, though ndmtttlng the
good work done by the public mnrkcts.
said the reason they didn't continue was
not the high rentals charged, but the

week, and turnips nnd beets will take
the place of potatoes.

Co rmlssloner Hartigan said the women
arc apparently beginning to rebel, ami
If men want to know why they don't
get tho Juicy jnrtcrhnuso steaks they
ued to havo their wives aro likely to
tell them to go and do the buying for
a while. The tnexsago came to him
through a caller, Mrs. L. D. Tholcns,
611 West 124th street, who wants to
start a woman's movement called the
conservation of public food supply com-
mission to Interest the men In the food
situation.

He Is nlo getting dozens of letters
from farmers offering to sell largo quan-
tities of vegetables, nnd wanting 'quota-
tions on prices. The letters are held
until a retailer asks where he can get
supplies and he then Is put In touch with
the farmer. Til Commissioner has no
doubt, however, that 'many farmers havo
stoied a good part of their year's prod-
uce to await the high prices they have
been led to expect.

Even tho marriage bureau has !een
affected by the hard tluie. Whether It
W that folks Iwllcve the old adage that
two can live cheaper than one, lt is a
fact that the dally average of licenses
Issued has Jumped fro:n 100 to MO.

A Cltliens Market Committee which
has been formed to discuss the food
problem nnd ways and means of solving
It will meet Tuesday In the olflce of
IlorouKli President Mark" On the com-
mittee are Vincent Astor, Miss Sadie
American, William II. Peers. Mrs. Au
gust Iletmout, Mrs. William Grant
llroun. Mrs. Carrie i'Iihitiii Citt, Mrs.
llaryot Holt. Day, Commissioner John
.1, Dillon. Italph Folks, foroner Timothy
Mealy, Mrs. Julian Heath. J. Edgar
l.eavcrafl, Ogden I.. Mills, Jr.. Mrs.
Herbert I.. Satterlee and many others.

Ciiit-Aiio-
, Nov 23 Inquiry to ascer-

tain the amount of butter, eggs, poultry
and vegetables stored lu Chicago ware-
houses was begun y by Chairman
William I.. CVConncll of the Illinois State
Public 1'tllitlc.s Commission, Tho amount
or produce in warehouses on
November 1 and November 23, lOlfi,
and the amount on the same date in
1915 will he lt Is charged
that laige amounts of butter, eggs, poul-
try and vegetables are being held In Chi-
cago cold storage warthouses to corner
the market and Increase the tost to the
consumer,

WOMAN ENDS LIFE ON ROOF.

Victim I.envrs .otr ami Shouts
Herself tn Head.

Miss Dora lleltner, 66 jesrs old, went
to the loof of the KlriL-Hcon-rt

601 West 121t street, yesterday uurt
shot herself through Hit right temple.
Fredeilck Hobeits, an actor living In
the upailment, found her body hy fid- -
lovving ino instructions in a notn she
had left with Mis, Hay Joel, with whom
sue was hoarding.

Miss lleltner had returned recently
fimn a sanitarium In New Jersey nnd
was despondent because of 111 health.

I.lliiokitlnnl Much Heller.
San FnANrisen. Nov. 23, Foimer

Queen I.lluokalanl, recently ill, Is much
Improved, according to passengcra ar-
riving here y from Honolulu, she
now takes dally drives and receives
guests,

of leather and materials makes
sell these shoes less than $6,

I 1 J I O . I
uiocs during r naay ana aaturaay.

E. VOGEL
Maimer tJ Fim Shot)

Only Htore
C4 Nassau St., New Yerk City

YOUR LAST CHANCE
To-rla- y and Vogel's famous $5 Bench Made Shoes

will he sold for $5. Thereafter the price of these shoes will be $6.

CIVIC BODIES BACK

SDN'S TRAFFIC PLAN

Ilepaving of Broadway From
Vcscy Street to 100th Street

Will Bo Considered.

MEETING NEXT MONDAY

Elevated Vehicle Road Is Sug-

gested in West
Street.

Tint Sun's campaign to relieve traffic
prersure, through ths alliance of the

Avenue Association and the Broad-
way Association, will brina- - aboutt
tangible results next week. A meeting
will bo held on Monday In the oftlcs of
Marcus M, Marks, Itnrough President,
to consider the necessity of repaying
llroadway between Vesey and 100th
street, which was torn up by subway
construction.

It Is almost certain that because of
the cjrlsls confronting the city all de-

lays In this work will be obviated by
the Ilorough President. Mr. Marks
pledged himself In Tub Sun Isst Sun-
day to exert every official effort to re-

lieve the conditions.
Long stretches of Broadway are

covered with boards, a surface that
quickly becomes worn nnd torn. Vehicu-
lar traffic, particularly automobiles, have
shunned these wooden pathways. Con-
sequently the frame that naturally would
pass on Broadway has been to a large
extent diverted to Fifth nvemie, adding
thousands of vehicles to that thorough-
fare's normal travel.

To Cse "gun's" Farts.
noth the Klfth Avenue nnd the Broad-

way Association will havo a committee
present at the hearing. The facts pre-
sented lu Tiir 8c.v will be added to their
arguments for the Improvement of t!
Important highway.

H. W. Kstes. secretnry of thc Broad-
way Association, said yesterday that his
organization will work zealously In any
emerprlso that will Improve conditions
In Important cross streets above Four-
teenth street. A working agreement ex-

ists between the Broadway body nnd ths
Fifth Avenue Association to fight for
the enrly construction ot the Park ave-
nue viaducts.

"Tub Hun Is to be commended for
bringing the facts about our traffic crisis
to public notice," euld listen, "It Is time
for the town to realize Its plight and to
cooperate In the efforts to relieve thc
crisis. Wo hope that the repavltig of
Broadway will aid the traffic deadlock
until we have the subways In Seventh
avenue nnd tho viaducts completed. With
four highways running longitudinally we
can spread for n time the strain

1n Fifth avenue and llroad-
way."

Cndcrsround Passage Easy.
Knglneers who have looked over the

ground at Forty-rccon- d street and Thirty-fo-

urth street at Fifth avenue believe
the work of constructing underground
pedestrian passages would be a compara-
tively easy 'matter.

Sixth avenue and Madison avenue In-

cline, upward toward Fifth producing a
perceptible arch at the avenue. To con-
struct n tunnel ut theso points would

Just slight depth ami would not
bring thc entrances too far Inside the
curb to hint business at these points.
This phase probably will bo taken i:p by
tho Borough l'risldent'e office after the
viaduct coiigti notion has been begun.

The suggestion made on Wednesday
night by Ma.vor Mitchcl that thiough
tralll? be diverted from Fifth a venue :i
make loom for local traillc has thought
tho opinion that all freight haulage
should be confined to the avenues of tl.e
waterfionl or tho thoroughfaies Imme-
diately parallel. This theoiy liar been
mapped out by Fhlpplug agents In the
expectation that tho preparation of these
hlghwajs for heavy haulage wilt work a
big economy In Fiilpplng rates and at
thc same time give a hlg measure of re-

lief to Broadway and Fifth

Waterfront Improvement.
Already several associations are at

work on this phase of the problem. As
soon as the Hoard of Kstlinate clears up
the details of the Park avenue viaducts
Improvements will be requested for the
waterfront streets.

Pertinent on this aspect of the question
Is n letter received by TltK SfN from F
K. Parrot!, ai which ho ssys:

"With full knowledge of Ibe objecllou
to any more elevated structures lu the
stirr ta and of the enormous congestion of
the streeta with vehicular traffic 1 vv.tnt
to suggest that an elevated road for ve-

hicular traillc only be built In West
street and on Tenth or Kleveuth nvenuo
fiom the Battery to perhaps issth street,
Hie mad tn have thirteen feet clear-
ance over the ntreets, probably eighteen
feet high over all, and have u clear width
of llfty-sl- - feet from the H.Utery lo For--

street nml foity feet from For--
street on uptown,

"I would suggest that thc road be built
principally lo nivominodato 'long haul"
Iiafflc, and that ramps to the street lev-

els be provided wherever convenient, ten
or moid blot kh apail.

Franchises for auto bus lines should
provide Income sufficient lo pay for mosl
of the cost Incurred,"

I'n vliia in Mart Soon.
Ono hundred prominent nroa.lnnv

business men, leaders In the effort to
get the thoroughfare speedily paved.
wt'rn ffUrflts VfHtnriliiv nt lrvAunn ....
Mont Thompson, president of tho Broad- -
nay Association, at, h luncheon in tho
Hotel Astor.

Col. Thompson announced that thestylo of puvlng to ho used would be se

lected next week, and that Borousk
President Marks had assured Mm
the repavltig of the torn up street
begin within ninety days. Itobcrt Orlst
Cooke, president of thc Fifth Avenus '
Association, addressed the diners
said that If they cooperated nnd worked
together earnestly they could havsBroadway as well cared for as Fifth
avenue.-

Among those at the luncheon wer
John Davis. A. F. Berry, William v
lteese, S. Wlllard Smith, Illchard W
Meade, Mlshn Appelbnum, Nathan LOtllngcr, Hugo Hlrnuss, Chester Ale-
xander, James B. ftcolt, I. N. l.and,tur
P. If. Zagat. J. Harrington, p.
Muschcnhelm, It. L, Hatch, KvcraH
Thompson, H. If. Johnston, John T '
Plummer, Henry O. Opdjcke nnd V, r
Copelsnd.

8 HOUR DAY TOO

COSTLY, ROADS SAY

Officials Also Tell Arbiters It .

Is Impracticable for
Switchmen.

An eight hour day for switchmen,
which the Switchmen's Union Is aaklnc
of thirteen American railroads, u
characterized as Impracticable and un-

reasonably expensive by railroad officials
testifying yesterday In the State Chn
her of Commerce before the arbitration
board designated under the Ncnlands
act.

If. 3. Mullaghy, trainmaster nf th
Delaware, Ijtckawanna and Western
Railroad In Bcranton, told of the switch-In- g

difficulties there, but said If hn laid
nslde all question of cost he could rut
the eight hour day lit operation.

"But could you npply It satisfactorily
for your Industries nnd keep tin th
proper movement of trains?' Inqulre'l
Horace Baker, counsel for tho railroad".

"I believe It would be Impractical,
and It would be expensive," niiAHred
the witness.

C. K. Rickey, superintendent nf
terminals for the Cincinnati, New

and Texas Pacific Railway lu fin.
clnnatl, said thc eight hour law uotild
be Impracticable In tho Cincinnati iuil-- ,
ns thero Is an ordinance there pmlnriit.
Ing day work through the streets .nil
the work has to bo continuous from t,

at night until 0 In the morning In tl;.
restricted territory. An eight hour d,he thought, would be unsatisfactory to
the Industries served by thc toad.

F. W. Urbahns, assistant superin-
tendent of tho Son lines in chargi n
terminals in Chicago, was on the stand
when the henrlng closed for the d.iv
He said as many as 3,200 cars of h.
stock had been received In the I'nioii
Stock Yards In twenty-fou- r bonis and
that heavy congestion was frequent. Tils
hearing will resume nt 10:50 this mor.--..

Ing.

LONDON FUNERAL

Only Near Itrlatlvrs to Attend er
sices for Writer,

Santa nnsA, Cat, Nov. 23. Th body
of Jack London, California author, whi
died here last night, will be cremated
in Oakland at noon. Only
near relatives will be present.

Mrs. Charmlon London, tlin widm,
nnd Mrs. Kllzu Shcpanl, a sister, n .

leave the London farm nt Glen i; in
morning. At Oakland ths

funeral cortege will bo Joined by tm
young daughters. ltosle and Jo.in l.nn.
don, and their mother, from who.-- ti
author vv.is divorced ten ear.s sen

Mrs. Flora London, mother of J.vV
Ismdnn, Is seriously 111 In her boms '
Oakland, Cal., and has not et beer
told of her son's death. .Messages of
condolence reached the widow
from noted writers nnd Intimates e'
the author from all sections of the
count! y.

GEORGE
BENJAMIN
CORRECT CLOTHE
Tlicv sav it is
difficult to gel
men's clothes "different

"

Not so. In my shop
you can't walk ten steps
without iindiuj; some one
clothes-poi- nt that is
different.
And for thc quality
the price, too, is different.
For instance, thirty dollar
for an overcoat that your It

I will guess cost forty-liv- e.

Olhcrs from $20-$5- 0.

I299MADI0NAVE
Corner 41ttreet.

S. Altmmt & Ota

Womemi's Afternoon Dresses
OF NAVY BLUE SATIN

(Some commbiimed with crepo) offer excepHJonz.!
values at

$24.75, $26.50, $35.00 & $38.01

(Ready-ito-we- ar Department, Third Hoar)


